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COMMON “BASS” of ONTARIO
How to identify Rock Bass, Smallmouth Bass and Largemouth Bass

ROCK BASS

Large red eye

Horizontal rows of 
dark dots

Bars radiating
from the eyes

Jaw extends past 
the eye

SMALLMOUTH BASS

LARGEMOUTH BASS

FISHING TIPS:
These fish are often aggressive and sought after by anglers because they 
put up a good fight when hooked. They’ll strike a variety of presentations 
including live bait (worms, crayfish, leeches or minnows) and artificial 
lures (spinners, crankbaits and plastics).

Although “bass” is used in it’s common name, the Rock 
Bass is more often associated with panfish than the 
Largemouth Bass and Smallmouth Bass seen below.

Jaw ends at 
the eye

Wide dark horizontal stripe 
extending the length of the body

8-15 vertical bars


